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Introduction

The papers listed below were discovered in two
pamphlet boxes in the periodicals bookstack of the
University of London Library in Januvary 19¢82. There
is no documentation to affirm positively t.e provenance
of these records. lionetheless, it is highly likely
that most of the documents were at one time part of
the office papers of Robert .evies Koberts during
his tenure of the post of ~ecretary of Lie London
Society for the Extension of University leaching
(L3EUT) from 18835-18%4. Subsequently R.D.Roberts
served as #xbension wegistrar in the re—-constituted
University of London frow 1¢2-1%11. liowever, it
is possible that the papers in section 6 (items Zz2a—-110)
and section 7 (items 111-110) are foreign to the
rest of the papers in this collection and,in fact were
part of the working papers of F.V.Dickins, who is nout
known to have been directly connected with the LSEUT.
See below pp.5-6

The L3IEUDT was an orzanisation formed in 1870 in
order to spread the benefits of university education

more widely among Cthe population. Liodelled upon the
example of the Cambridi;e University nxtension scheme,

it ran lecture courses anc set examinations. It was
governed by a Council of 22 wmembers ilncluding a
President, which was advised, particularly in the
choise of lecturers, by a Joint Universities Board
composed of representatives nominated by the governing
bodies of the Universities of London, (xiford anc
Cambridge. The lectures were organised on & local
level by Centres run by committee. The papers
contained in this collection deal with matters

of policy and central activities administered by

the Secretary and the Council: finance, the printing
of university extencion publications and the campaign
for the university extension movement in London

to be included in a teaching university for London.

A much greater guantity of LSWUT reccords, including
the reports of lecturers snd examiners, the Report

of the Council, syllabuscs anu examination papers

are to be found in the archiv.s of the BExtra-liural
Department of the Univercsity of London, now part

of the archives of the Central COffices of the
University of London, housed in the University of
London Library.

When found, the material in this collection
was arranged in no particular order. Thus it has

1 Assistant Regislrar and [Registrar of the University

of London for the periods 1862-18%6 and 1096-1S01
respectively.




been necessary to impose an artificial arrangement
upon these documents according to broad administrative
subject areas. The Council of the LSEUT administered
its affairs by the use of special committees. For
instance, a committee existed to regulate the printing
and publication of the University wxbtension Journal,
although it has not been possible vo discover 1its
precise title. All meterial relating to the printing
of university extension publications has therefore
been grouped together.

The papers have been arranged in scctions to cover
broadly seven topics. ®irst, vhe activities of the
President of the LIkUT (G.J.Goschen,; to raise money
for extension work frow the City of london livery
companies. However in practice, as tue surviving
correspondence shows, much of the work was done on
Goschen's behalf by li. 2abington Bmith, his private
secretary. I'nis sectiun inciudes letlers to The [imes,
a memorial to the Royal Commission on the Ciuty
Livery Companies, correspondence, and lists of the
donations made by individual livery companies.

The second section deals with tane printing of
university extension publications, in the main tle
University ixtension Journal. The material couwprises
reports to the Council dealing with feasibility studies
into the content, editorial control and financial
arrangements of the journal. There are also tenders for
printing university extension publications, contracts
for printing tie journal and other publications and for
selling advertising space in Gue journal. In addition
there is a set of accounts.

In the third section are lisbed a few leaflets which
advertise the purpose and methods of tiue extension
societies in London, Cambridee and Cxford.

The fourth section deals with the correspondence or
the Council or the Secretary. C(ne should note that
correspondence relating to the appeals for funds, the
University kxtension Journsl and other publications, and
correspondence received by r.V.Dickins 1s listed in
separate sections. The correspondcnce in section #
comprises mainly communications concerning the campaign
to bring about tie inclusion of the university extension
movement in London into a re-constituted University of
London or a separate 'Albert' University.

Section 5 comprises the material relating to tae
campaign for the work of the L3&UY to be included in
some form of teaching university for London. <this
campaign was part of a mucia wider public debate over
the proper organisation for carrying out universilby
teaching within tne metrOpolis.2 Until 19C1 the University

2 For a fuller account of this complicated chapter in
the history of the University of London see the
works by Allchin and Bellot listed in the bibliograpny
p.7




of London was primarily an examining body; it was not
responsible for the teaching of the students who sat
for its examinations. The campaign to caange the
University of London into a teaching university began
c.188%, largely through tie formation of Lihe Association
for Fromoting a Teaching University for London. Tae
main protaganists in the ensulng debate were the Senate
of the University of London, Convocation, the Royal
College of Surgeons of kngland, the Royal College of
Physicians of London, University College and £ing's
College, in addition to the Aissociation for Promoting

a Teaching University. I'he LSEUT toock advantage of

the public debate to further its aim of iwproving the
financial support and academic standaing of extra-mural
teaching in Londou by campaigning for the incorporation
of the LSEUT as a department of a teaching university.
Ultimately, the LSEUT was successful in this aim; in
1602 the LSEUT was re—constituted as the Board to
Promote the Lxtension of University Teaching of the
University of London. Several of the Council members,
for example 3ir Georgye Younyg of University College and
Henry Wace of King's College, were prominent protagonists
in the debate, representing the points of view of their
colleges. This is reflected in souwe of the
correspondence in section Y. The papers in this section
comprise material procuced by the Council to further
its campaign: reports to the Council, memorunda,
papers relating to the submwission of evidence to the
two Royal Commissicns (3elborne's in 1388 and Gresham
in 1892) set up to investigate the problem of higher
education in London, anu petitions to Farliament.

There are several drafts of petitions in different
stages of development snd often the wmemoranda are
annotated.

1t is difficult to determine the status of the
documents in section ©. The material includes
contributions (mainly pointed) to the debate over
higher education in London by organisations or
individuals other than Lhe LEBUT. 3Several of these
papers are annotated with comments about the merits
of the arguments deployed in them.. It is possible
that ¢ [coportion of these documents had been collected
by the LZEUT in order to plan better its own strategy.
However, papers in at least one file, item 3% (i-viii),
were addressed by hand to F.V.Dickins, who is not
known to have been directly connected with the LSEUT.
Moreover, 3ilvanus Thoupson, writing in a letter
to Dickins on 5 danuary 1596 (item 114 ), refers to
a paper that Thompson presented to the 3ociety of
Arts which was reprinted in the Journal of the Society
of Arts 17 January 1£Y6. 1n addition, another of
Dickins's correspondents, .Crackanthorpe (see items
111, 1127 is recorded as having contribated to the




discussion after the paper had been read at the Society
of Arts. Thus, there is a connection between the
correspondence of F.V.Dickins in section 7 (for

which there is no direct connection with the LSEUT)

and at least one item, LSEUT/83 (i-viii) in section 6.
Possibly at least some of the material in section 6

was introduced into the pamphlet boxes at some point
during the time they were stored in the bookstack

of the University of London Library and thus do not
form an organic part of the rest of these papers.

The items in section 7 (whose connection with
items in section 6 have been discussed above),
comprise six letters to F.Victor Lickins who was
Assistant Registrar of the University of London
during the period when they were written. They
are a mixture of private and public business, but
mainly connected with tne re-constitution of the
University of london.

Finally, there is a section of miscellaneous
or unidentificd material.
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