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examinations were held at these centres, ranging 
from Intermediate level to 2nd B.A., and the names 
of the candidates were recorded in the same Registers 
as the provincial Matriculation candidates. The names 
of candidates were recorded on special sheets sent 
out to each colonial centre, and the sheets were bound 
together in a single Colonial Register after they were 
returned to England. 

The development of the examinations at levels 
beyond Matriculation is a complicated-story. Before 
moving on to a detailed survey, two points should be 
noted. The first is that the nomenclature of the 
examinations was subject to an important change in 
1882. Until that date the Bachelor's examination was 
taken in two parts, the First, and the Second or Final 
examinations respectively. After 7882 the First Bachelor's 
examination became the Intermediate examination in the 
appropriate subject. For instance, the First &.A. 
became the Intermediate examination in Arts, though in 
the Registers the old name was often continued. 

The second point is that the University of Lond~n 
was a pioneer, developing degrees in new subjects. 
For example the first B.Sc. degree in this country 
was awarded at London. The University of London was 
also the first university in mgland to offer degrees to 
women. Consequently the Registers show a proliferation 
from only a few volumes to a multiplicity, the candidates 
for each new degree being recorded in a separate 
Register. 

Initially the degree most commonly taken was the B . A .  
which was intendea to give a wide, general $ducation, 
including some knowledge of the physical, biological and 
'mental Science&, as well as the more traditional arts 
Subjects. Howevlr in the re-organisation of examirrations 
in 1859 it was decided to allow a greater degree of 
specialisation by the creation of the B.Sc. From this 
point the B.A. was sometimes known as the General Degree. 

A Bachelorship of Laws was introduced as early as 1835, 
open to B . A . s  of one year's standing, but it did not 
denote the study of law in any professional sense. 
Instead, students were examined on Blackstonefs Commentaries 
or parts of Kent's Commentaries, and either Rutherlfor&'s 
Institutes of ~ a t u r ~ a w s  or a proportion of Dumont's 
edition of Bentham"rMorals and Legislation. It was 
only in 1867 that a degree in law of tile modern pattern 
was introduced, that is to say, a syllabus which contained 
as its main subjects the following: jurisprudence, 
Roman law, common law, equity, real property law, and 
the law and principles of evidence. Candidates for 
higher degrees were likewise recorded separately. Tho 
M.A. aas instituted in 1847, the D,Sc. in 1859, and 
the D.Litt. in 1885. 

Medical degrees were slightly different, though again 
recorded in separate Register Books according to the 



examination. The Committee of the Faculty of Medicine, 
set up in 1837 to decide upon the regulations for a 
Bachelorship of Medicine, recommended that candidates 
should have taken a degree in the Arts before starting 
their medical studies. It is not certain whether this 
requirement was ever put into practice, but by 1844 it was 
only necessary to have matriculated at the University. 
In 1860 the Preliminary Scientific Examipation was 
introduced as an additional stage between blatriculation 
and the First M.B. examination. However, the major 
change came after the 1863 Supplementary Charter which 
authorised the conferment of degrees in surgery. The 
Master of Surgery was created and the whole practical 
examination in surgery was transferred to it from the 
Second M.B., while at the same time surgery was omitted 
from the M.D. examination. 

Women candidates were a separate problem. Until 
1867 no University examination in the country was open 
to women. The Supplemental Charter of 1867 gave sanction 
to a Certificate of Higher Proficiency for 'Female 
Candidates1. It was only with the Charter of 1878 that 
University awards were available to women on an equal 
footing with men. In keeping with these developments, 
there exists a special Register for women candidates 
from 1870-78, but none after that period. 

In addition to the aegisters mentioned above, there 
survive a number of volumes listing lAdmissions' to various 
degrees, for example volume D37 lists 'Bachelors of Arts 
Admitted1. These volumes present a problem. The names 
inscribed in them comprise only a small part of the people 
obtaining degrees in any one year. Moreover, the names 
were recorded on the page for the year after they obtained 
their degree. Yet they were not all members of Convocation, 
nor from other universities, thus ruling out two possible 
explanations. The most plausible suggestion is that the 
Hegisters record graduates who received their degrees at 
a presentation ceremony, a theory reinforced by volume 
D68 entitled 'Presentations1 in which the first entry 
was recorded in 3863, the year after the last entry in the A 

'~dmissions' degisters. 
The main function of the Registers was to establish 

the identity of the candidate, to ensure that each 
candidate fulfilled the entrance qualification for the 
examination, and to record fees paid. The Registers 
were probably compiled under the direction of the Clerk 
to the Senate or the Assistant Clerk. In particular, 
Thomas Douse who served at different times in both posts 
from 1862 to 1897,was closely involved with their 
development. It was helwho suggested changing the 
system of charging fees (see below fa r  a more detailed 
account). Until 1867 a candidate failing an examination 
was allowed to re-sit the examination as often as be 
liked without payment of a further fee. From 1567 a 
candidate who failed once was allowed only two extra 
attempts without payment of a second fee. This change 
made necessary the keeping of a record in order to collect 

1 University of London Registrars' Collection 6/2 



t h e  f e e s  of those  cand ida tes  who wished t o  r e - s i t  t he  
examination f o r  a f o u r t h  time. 

Likewise, it i s  perhaps more than  c o i n c i d e n t a l  t h a t  
t h e  R e g i s t e r s  f i n a l l y  ceased t o  be used i n  1889, t h e  
y e a r  i n  which new Regulat ions were in t roduced.  The new 
r e g u l a t i o n s  provided f o r  a system whereby a l l  e n t r i e s  were 
t o  be made on forms, and f e e s  would be pa id  on e n t r y ,  
r a t h e r  than  on r e g i s t r a t i o n  as had been previous ly  been 
t h e  case.  Thus t h e r e  was no i n c e n t i v e  t o  keep t h e  
a e g i s t e r s  as a f i n a n c i a l  record.  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
R e g i s t e r s  have surv ived  while mafiy r e c o r d s  of t h e  
Unive r s i ty  have been l o s t  can be probably a t t r i b u t e d  t o  
t h e  phys ica l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved i n  d e s t r o y i n g  such 
s tou t ly -cons t ruc ted  and bulky volumes ( t h e y  measure 18" 
~ 1 4 " )  i n  a manner that would render  t h e i r  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
c o n t e n t s  unreadable.  Moreover, t h e  once-handsome r e d  
l e a t h e r  chemise cover ings  perhaps provided a sent imenta l  
reason f o r  keeping such a bulky s e t  of  records .  

The R e g i s t e r s  r e c o r d  cand ida tes  according  t o  t h e  
' c e n t r e '  a t  which t h e  cand ida te  took t h e  examination, 
I n  t h e  case  of examinations c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  provinces  
t h e  c e n t r e s  were u s u a l l y  t h e  l o c a l  schools  o r  c o l l e g e s  
a t  which t h e  candida tes  s tud ied .  For  example ,Regis ter  
D9 recorded cand ida tes  s i t t i n g  examinations a t  *ueen8s 
College Birmingham, S t . S t a n i s l a u s  College Tullamore, 
and t h e  School of Science and A r t  a t  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
It should be noted t h a t  t h e  same c e n t r e  i s  sometimes 
recorded i n  s e v e r a l  Reg i s t e r s .  Thus, i f  one wished t o  
make a study of a l l  t h e  c a n d i a a t e s  from dueen's College 
Birmingham i t  would be necessary t o  c o n s u l t  S e g i s t e r  D12 
as wel l  as D9. Those candida tes  who s t u d i e d  i n  London, 
o r  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  were no t  s t u d e n t s  r e g i s t e r e d  a t  a 
t each ing  es tabl i shment ,  sat  t h e i r  examinations i n  London, 
see f o r  i n s t a n c e  Heg i s t e r s  D 2  and D31. Candidates  s i t t i n g  
examinations a t  one of t h e  c o l o n i a l  c e n t r e s ,  f o r  example 
Madras, were r e g i s t e r e d  on s p e c i a l  s h e e t s  which were then  
re tu rned  t o  Englana where t h e j  were bound i n t o  a sincle 
volune. 

The p rosgec t ive  candida te  vJas expected co - ) ro i i~~ce  
severa l  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  prove t h a t  he ha& T a l f l l l e d  khe 
2egula t ions  of the exaxination f o- k~a ich  !;e .;7aa r e g i s t e r i n g .  
To t a k e  an extreme example, a cnnciidste f o r  t he  F i r s t  
examination f o r  t h e  Bachelor of Ledic ine  i n  1856 had t o  
produce no fewer than  seven c e r t i f i c a t e s  r ans ing  from 
one t o  prove t h a t  he had completed h i s  n i n e t e e n t h  y e a r  t o  
a c e r t i f i c a t e  of having d i s s e c t e d  dur ing  n ine  montLs. 
(One should consu l t  the Univers i ty  of London Calendar 
t o  d i scover  t h e  Regula t ions  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  examination 
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  y e a r ) .  The R e g i s t e r s  only recorded a 
s m a l l  p ropor t ion  of t h e s e  c e r t i f i c a t e s .  Moreover, even 
when a column f o r  such informat ion  was supp l i ed ,  i t  was 
n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  f i l l e d  i n .  

General ly  t h e  H e g i s t e r s  had a column headed 
' C e r t i f i c a t e s 1  but  only  c e r t a i n  information ob ta ined  
from t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  r equ i red  by Regula t ions  was a c t u a l l y  



recorded i n  t h a t  space. Gften the  information was 
regis tered i n  dpecially-headed columns. For example, t o  
obtain a degpee higher than the  B.A. one had t o  produce 
proof o f  having achieved the leve l  of academic attainment 
immediately preceding it. Hence i n  the  N.A. Registers 
there  was space t o  note the  B.A. obtained and a t  which 
univers i ty  it was granted, Similarly,  there  was often 
a separate column t o  show the age of candidateb. (An 
age requirement was usually specif ied i n  the  Regulations). 

The 'Cer t i f i ca te s '  column was used t o  record two s o r t s  
of information. F i r s t ,  i t  s e t  down information concerning 
proof of age, I n i t i a l l y  t h i s  proof could come from a 
va r i e ty  of people, often from a clergyman who could use 
the  baptismal records of his church; i n  the c+e of a 
Jew h i s  Rabbi would give the  required c e r t i f i c l t e .  
Sometimes the  c e r t i f i c a t e  came from other sources such as 
the candidate's f a the r ,  Later, obce the  e f f e c t  of the  
introduction of c i v i l  r e g i s t r a t i o n  bf bir ths  i n  1837 
became f e l t ,  the  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e  was'noted ( i f  aqy 
record wa8 made), On rare occasions (see voluhe D*) t h e  
b W h  c e r t i f i c a t e  was copied verbatim. Second, &he 
lCer t i f i ca te s '  column was used t o  record proaf of Good 
Conduct o r  Moral Characdicbr again often provided by a 
clergyman. This c e r t i f i c a t e  was required of candidates 
f o r  a Bachelor's degree throughout t h e  period covered by 
the  Registers. 

Whether the  payment of f ees  was recorded i n  the  
Registers depended won the Regulations i n  ',operation. 
U n t i l  1886 it was generallp only those who had f a i l e d  
the examination previously who would be recdgdsQ as 
having paid. Usually such information waS m h r e d  i n  . . 
the 'Bemarks' column in abbreviated form such 6s 'B-.b.' 
o r  'Up bef ' stapding f o r  'Up before *. This ass necbssary 
because those who had f a i l e d  the examination ua a 
previous occasion were ab le  t a  claim a conceseionarg L 

ra te .  Unt i l  1849 candidates who had been 'U befor$' 
were seldom recorded e i t h e r  because f roa.183 9 -44 h6 
concaaSion was made, o r  because from ?t344-49 the is& 
was refunded, hence making a recorcl unnecessary. 
Bowevef fPom 1849-66 t he , cmdida te  was allodved t o  rt"sit 
any sruusequeht examination a t  the  same l eve l  without 
payment of a fee. From 1867-78 the  candidate rs~as allawed 
two extra attempts without payment of a fee. Reflecting 
this  change the  Registers usually noted how o f t e n i t h e  
candidate had been 'Up before'. From 1878 the  HegulaQtions 
chansed again: a fa i l ed  candidate could re-sit the 
exmaination on pwmsnt of a fee  at half the nogad zaQe. 
In the  case of Matriculation the normal fee waq 62 
fah the Bachelor's examination g10. From 187Q onwards it 
is common t o  f ind  an entry f o r  g2 o r  $;l i n  the 'liemarks' 
column with a t o t a l  a t  the bottom of the page , to  show 
how much was received i n  the way of fees6 There &re 
two o the l  Q p e s  of entry  r e l a t i n g  t o  f ees  t h a t  a r e  
s l i g h t l y  obscure. First there  i s  'pd acain ' ,  ir other 
words paid again. T h i s  abbreviation i s  usually found 



where the candidate had been 'up before '  t h r e e  times and 
thus had run out of 'freeN attempts t o  pass  t he  examfnalzlon. 
second one f i n d s  t h e  ent ry  ' n o t  u p t .  The meaning of t h i s  
phrase is obscure, but i t  i s  un l ike ly  t o  mean t h e  same as 
' r e t i r e d '  which can appear on t h e  same page as 'not up'. 
Possibly 'not up' r e f e r r ed  t o  those candidates who f o r  ' 

some reason had f a i l e d  t o  meet t h e  entrance requirements. 
This theory i s  supported by e n t r i e s  i n  volume D 3  where 
the  age of a candidate l i s t e d  as 'not up'  has been 
amended t~ an age below t h e  minimum age f o r  Matricula%ipn. 

Contrary t o  what one night .have expected, the c ~ l w  
headed 'Numbers' on t h e  f&r l e f t  of the page of most 
Reg i s t e r s -d id  not record the  examination number of t h e  
candidate,  but simply the m b e r  of candidates t h a t  werb 
r e g i s t e r e d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  year. The use of Examination 
Numbers t o  keep Che identity of candidages s e c r e t  from 
t-he examiners was only introduced $4 18 @@ a d e l i b e r a t e  
pol icy  t o  fallow G i v i l  Sepvice p r a c t i c e -  F see Senate 
Minutes 167 and 282 for the  ya~--3870),+ . ITn Pact 
Examination Numbers were generafay recolxhd i n  an 
add i t iona l  kcolund next  t o  t h e  'Diviefon' column, 

I n  -S-ti Regis te r s  deali- - .- with e x w i n a t i o n s  below the  
l e v e l  of Bd%sateris degcee+,&crnle can f i n d  a set of columns 
headed 'Di.lr&sion ' and 'Bonours I, o r  fa i l ing  t h a t  9 t he  
same infotabation i n  the  fBemarks' column. A t  every l e v e l  
of exminat$sn,  for  example at l&tri-cul#g&hm -3eveE;rT-Ig4p-, 
candidate could take a xti+s' eiamination 'and a f t e r  thh6, 
'Honours'. One's profA.- a t  the  'Paes' examination 
was taken $@to account when 7 eciding the  'Honours ' rea l$ .  
Consegumt&y the Division a t  t h e  'Pass' exmRi0iation WJB 
usua l ly  f eQp:ded %n %he R@g&ste"rs - m-m%ik-;--aa-*- J 

r e s u l t ,  T W  'Honours' sec t ion  was o f t e n - s u b - a v i d  
order  t o  &ow t he  r e s u l t s  the ind iv idua l  mbfect 
examinations that t e s  had t o  t-4 i n  ~ r d s s  t o  
obta in  h i s  exmple i n  1857 , t h e ~ e  @ere 
separa te  examinations i n  Nathematics, Class icsh  Bote~ny, 
Zoology and Chemistry, which bad t o  be taken i n  ordeg tO 
qua l i fy  f o r  Honours at  Matriculat ion.  I n  add i t ion  thefs 
was sometimes a separate c a l m  ahowing t o  whom Priasa 
o r  Exhibit ions had been awa~ded. 

I n  t h e  Regis te r s  %he %xmina t ion  r e s u l t s  were general ly  
given i n  abbreviated f o m +  '1 andl '2 '  s tood f o r  1st 
and 2nd Division respec t ive ly ,  '0' qeant  f a i l e d  o r  
withdrawn from the  examination. 'Ht stood f o r  Bonousr 
These abbr$g;i;>iwt@-am vewti&+Aa~w 
t o  i nd i ca t e  t h e  order"of 'prof icBen 
Thus 'H aeq 3 '  meant t h a t .  the cand 
t h i r d  in achievement a a ~ h g  f hegmM&%e+--h --W 
div i s ion .  T h i s  systea:.p+s , gmtines us@& t o  reco  
re su l t s  .for h d i v i d ~ r ;  @3b5 1 Ct examinations ( f o r  exsmple 
Botanyo-.i%q#uqisq and 8i)'flifth) which i n  t o t a l  comprload 
a qual i f ica t ior i ,  f 02' 8tmple Matriculat ion.  . - 
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D53 Preliminary - 5m7 1861-82 

Sc ien t i f i c -  London 
D54 v Preliminary General/ Y ?@C 188 3-89 

s c i e n t i f i c -  London or  l e s s  
(M-B.) \ 

C 5 5  M O B .  2nd Exam General/ A I  1843 1837-87 
London -63 

B1 1863 
-87 

D56 Bachelors of General/ L 1(3& 1850 62 
Medicine London o r  l e s s  
Admitted 





Every page of the Examination Registers was divided into 
columns, each with a different heading. In the key below the - 
columns have been denoted 'l l ,  I 2  ', ' 3 '  , etc ,  , starting with the 
column on the far left hand side. 

i - y m .  7 

'-,.*-* l@.A* 
A:I.No., 2.Name, 3,Residence, 4.Age, 5. Certificate, 
6.College, 7.Flace of Birth, 8,Remarks 

B:I.No., 2.Name. 3.Residence. 4.Aae. S-Certificate. 6 . 7  

10,Iiemarks 
E:I.No.? 2.Name, 3.Age, 4,Certificate, 5.Examination KO., 
6.Division, 7.Remarks 

F:l.Name, 2.Age, 3.Certificate, 4,Examination. No., 5.Division, 
6.Fees 
:I.Name, 2,Age, 3.Certificate, 4.Examination No., 5.Division, 
6. Remarks 
:1,No., 2.Name, 3,Residence, 4,Age, S-Certificate, 6.College, S 
7.Flace of Birth, 8,Division at Pass Exam, 9.Honours; 
(a)P.athematics, (b)Classics, (c)Chemistry, (d-)Animal 
Physiology, (e)Vegetable Physiology, 10,Scholar or Prizenan 
11.Class at Scriptural Exam, 12.Remarks 
: 1 ,No., 2.PJame, 3,1lesidence, 4\Age, 5-Certificate, 6.College, 
7.Date of 1st B.A., 8,llivision at Pass Eyam, 9,Honours; 
(a)Mathematics+Natural Physiology, (b)Classics, (d)Logic + 
Moral Ehilosophy, (d)Chemistry, (e)Animal Physiology 
(f)~egetable PhysioEogy+Structural Botany, 10.Scholar or 
Prizeman, 11,Remarks 

K: ?-Name, 2.~~e, 3.Examination No. ,4.Division, F-Fee, &Remarks 
L:l.Name, 2.Date 
M: 1 .No., 2.Name, 3.Residence, $.Age, S-Certificate, 6.Blace of 
Birth, 7.University in which B.A. taken, 8.Date of B . A . ,  

3.Residence, &Date of 1st B.Mus.! 5,College, 
nation No., 9.Division, 

10.Fiemarks 
O:l.Name, 2,Age, 

m 
No., 4.Division, 5,Residence, 

6.College 
-:I.No., 2,Name, 3,Residence, 4.Age, ?.Certificate, G.College, 

5: m 7.Usiversi-ty in which R.A,obtained, 8,Place of Birth, 
9 .Remarks 

I a: 
<:l.Noy, 2.Name, 3,Age, 4. 

k: Matriculation or B.A., 7.~ertificate, 8.~ivision at Bass 
Examination, q.Honours, 10,Remarks 
:l.Noy, P.Name, J.Age, 4.Certificate, 5.Date of 1st LL.B:, 
6.Unlversity, College etc., 7.Division at Pass Examination, 
8.Honours, 9.Remarks- 




